BOOK REVIEWS -B U C H B E S P R E C H U N G E N
The book is of considerable value to the relatively small number of individuals working in this field and even those with only a minimum of knowledge of German will find it easy to interpret the clearly labeled plates. Unfortunately, it suffers from the same difficulty that formed part of the reason for its production. The author wrote this volume in order to up-date the fine structural work done with out-dated techniques in the past. His fixation is osmium tetroxide and Vestopal embedding and, as a consequence, many plates have the rough artifacts that have since been eliminated. In particular the cytoplasm is coarse, often frayed, and lacks the detail now achieved with new fixation and Epon. The manuscript must have been written in 1966, as most references end here (there is a loosely collected literature appendage to 1968) and the techniques employed are those before 1965. For that vintage the quality of photographs is excellent except for the foldouts and particularly 3 and 4 ; nevertheless, they are disappointing for current-day standards.
Those workers whose endeavor it is to understand rodent placentation and teratology will require this text as an important reference source, but it will prove of little use to those who have only an occasional interest in this organ or who have an interest only in the human placenta.
KURT BENIRSCHKE Gontxea, I. and Sutxescu, P. : This monograph first appeared in Rumania in 1966. It was brought up to date and translated into English in 1968. The antinutritive substances discussed are those mainly of vegetable origin, that form an integral part of natural foodstuffs. They have a deleterious effect on animals by interferring with optimum nutrition by different mechanisms. The information is divided into three categories of substances: those that depress utilization of (1) proteins, (2) minerals, or (3) vitamins. The substances that inhibit utilization of protein are trypsin inhibitors, hemagglutinins, saponins, and gossypol. Those depressing mineral nutrition include phytic acid, oxalic acid, and antithyroid substances. The vitamin inactivators are ascorbic acid oxidase, thiaminase, avidin, niacinogen, dicumarol, antipyridoxine, and vitamin-E antagonists. Each antinutritive substance is reviewed as to its nature, distribution in foods, mode of action, and methods of prevention or control. The information is documented by a careful review and interpretation of the literature, especially the experimental data. The authors are obviously familiar with the subject matter. The book is well written and carefully edited with a minimum of misspelled words and typographical errors. The literature on this subject is scattered in many diverse publications and investigators in agriculture, veterinary and human medicine, nutritionists, and food scientists will appreciate this contribution to the literature. The book would seem of special value to investigators on noninfectious diseases of man and animals as in the past noninfectious animal diseases such as dicumarol toxicosis and cerebro-cortical necrosis in cattle and parakeratosis in swine were precipitated by natural antinutritive substances. Therefore, the role of these substances in future disease problems must be considered.
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